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Want to explore Hamilton? Visit www.tourismhamilton.com 
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Steering Committee 

A special thank you to the City of Hamilton for hosting the  
Livable Cities Forum 2012! 
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Practical Information 

Have questions during the conference? Lose something?  

Visit the ICLEI Booth or Registration Desk located in the Chedoke Foyer on the third floor of the 

Hamilton Convention Centre. 

 

Conference Materials 

 All participants will receive a reusable water bottle. We encourage you to use your water bottle 

throughout the conference to minimize the use of disposable cups and plastic water bottles. Water 

stations will be set up at various locations throughout the Convention Centre.  

 A detailed version of the program is available online at www.icleicanada.org/events/livablecities. 

We have tried to minimize the use of paper throughout the conference and have used recycled 

products whenever possible.  

 

Uploading Presentations 

If you are a speaker and need to upload your presentation you can bring your files to the Registration 

Desk. Please upload your presentation at least 30 minutes before your session begins. You will need 

to know your session title (e.g. B3—Connecting Science and Technology to Municipal Policy) and 

time.  

 

Food 

 November 28, 6:30 – 8:30 pm: Livable Cities Reception, Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments, 

Webster Lounge 

 November 29 – 30, 7:30 am – 5:00 pm: Light snacks, fruits, coffee and other drinks will be served 

in the Chedoke Foyer during before the Opening Plenary and during Networking Breaks. A buffet 

lunch will also be provided in Chedoke C. 

 November 29, 6:30 – 9:30 pm: Delegates’ Dinner hosted by Mayor Bratina in Chedoke C.  

Greening Our Event 

 We have chosen a venue for the Forum which is located in close proximity to hotels and 

amenities so that delegates can walk or use public transportation whenever possible. 

 The City of Hamilton is accessible via various modes of transportation including: bus, commuter 

train, rail, road, and plane.  

 We have tried to minimize the use of printed materials. When necessary, any printed materials 

are double-sided and printed on recycled paper.  

 Wherever possible, marketing campaigns have been conducted virtually (via email, website, or 

electronic newsletters). 

 Preference has been given to sustainably manufactured products from local suppliers.  

 Signage will be reused (whenever possible). 

 Our menu uses local and sustainable menu items (when possible).  

 Recycling stations will be available to delegates throughout the conference venue.  

 Meeting name badges are eco-friendly and have been printed on recycled cardstock, instead of 

traditional inserts and plastic badge holders. 

http://www.icleicanada.org/events/livablecities
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Chedoke 

B 

Closing Plenary 3:45 – 5:00 pm 

The Opportunity of Adversity  

Elected Officials Connect 

Part 2—Stories of Preparedness and Prevention  

Elected officials from communities that have been preparing for climate change 

share how they have incorporated risk preparation into their mainstream planning 

efforts. The lessons they have learned along the way will be discussed as a group. 

Moderated by: Megan Meaney, Director, ICLEI Canada and Charley Beresford, 

Executive Director, Columbia Institute 

One Municipality's Story: How Ajax is Adapting to Climate Change 

Mayor Steve Parish, Ajax, Ontario 

Living On The Edge: Delta's Story of Climate Action and Response 

Mayor Lois Jackson, Delta, British Columbia  

Room 

314 

Climate change may bring adversity but it also brings opportunity - opportunities to 

make our cities more resilient, more prepared and more competitive in an urbanizing 

world. Our keynote speaker will show how cities can strengthen local business, 

culture, tourism and continue to thrive in the face of climate change. 

Climate and the Bottom Line: Economic and Fiscal Resilience for Municipalities 

David Thompson, Policy Director, Sustainable Communities, Sustainable Prosperity 

Closing Remarks 

Megan Meaney, Director, ICLEI Canada 
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Climate change is one of the most important social, environmental, and economic issues facing the world 

today. Despite growing efforts to mitigate, some impacts are inevitable and will be felt by communities 

across the country. In light of this reality, local governments in Canada are faced with the unique and 

pressing challenge of adapting to a changing climate. Climate change adaptation is about protecting the 

people, property, and resources within our communities and as the level of government closest to residents, 

municipalities play a crucial role in educating the community and building support for local action. 

The main theme of this year’s Livable Cities Forum is Creating Adaptive and Resilient Communities, focusing 

on: community engagement and partnerships, innovative action, mainstreaming adaptation, and adaptation 

linkages. 

 

Parallel sessions will cover a wide range of topics including: community engagement strategies; adaptation 

tools and frameworks; adaptation strategies for small and rural communities; adaptation, mitigation and 

biodiversity synergies; communication strategies; and planning for resilient communities, among many 

others.  

 

We are looking forward to the rich dialogues and ideas that will be discussed over the next two days. 

Livable Cities serves as an important opportunity to demonstrate the ingenuity, innovation, and sustainable 

action of cities, towns, and communities across Canada.  

 

We hope that you will enjoy your time in the City of Hamilton, meeting new colleagues, sharing new ideas, 

and exploring the need for local adaptation action!  

 

Don’t forget to visit us at the ICLEI Booth! 

 

– ICLEI Canada Team 

Leya Barry, Project Coordinator 

Nicole Marzok, Project Coordinator 

Jonathan Connor, Project Coordinator 

Ewa Jackson, 

Manager 

Megan Meaney, 

Director 

Holly Vaughan, Project Assistant 

Nick Weigeldt, Project Assistant 

Stuart Livingstone, Project Assistant 

Welcome to the Livable Cities Forum! 
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Keynote Speakers 

Megan is recognized by cities across Canada as an authority on municipal 

sustainability. She has been with ICLEI since 1999, over which time she has held 

many roles in strategic energy planning, climate mitigation and adaptation, 

biodiversity, as well as sustainability management. Megan has shared her experiences 

by serving on steering committees with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, 

Canadian Standards Association, Natural Resources Canada, Canadian Urban 

Institute and QUEST. 

As Director of ICLEI Canada, Megan oversees the governance of the non-profit 

organization. She holds responsibility for strategic planning, partnership development, 

and financial systems. The favourite part of her job comes when she talks to ICLEI 

members; learning about how they are handling the day-to-day nature of the ongoing 

quest for sustainability in their community. 

Megan has a Master’s degree in Environment and Management from Royal Roads 

University as well as a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science and a diploma in 

Environmental Engineering. 

Bob was born and raised in Hamilton, ON where he attended Ballard and Delta 

Schools, and later worked as a Lab Technician for two years at Dofasco. Always 

wanting to be a radio announcer, Bob left Dofasco and in 1965 began a career that 

would last 45 years. He hosted the number one rated morning show on CHML in 

Hamilton for almost two decades. 

In 2004 he decided to run for public office and won the Ward 2 City Council seat left 

vacant when Andrea Horwath moved to Provincial politics. On October 25, 2010 he 

won the office of Mayor of the City of Hamilton. 

Bob's greatest asset is his ability to communicate and connect with people. He works 

tirelessly for the neighbourhoods, residents, and businesses of the City. He has 

continually been voted as one of Hamilton's most trustworthy politicians.  

His passion and commitment for Hamilton have earned him many honours, including 

Mountain Citizen of the Year, Finalist for Hamilton's Citizen of the Year, The Queen's 

Jubilee Medal for life-long community service, the Chamber of Commerce Hometown 

Hero award, and he is also a member of the Football Reporters of Canada Hall of 

Fame. He's also noted for his extensive knowledge of the history of Hamilton, and is 

often invited as a guest speaker to historical societies and other gatherings. 

Bob Bratina 

Mayor, City of Hamilton  

Megan Meaney 

Director, ICLEI Canada 
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Planning for Resilient Communities 

Creating resilient communities in the face of a changing climate is a challenge that 

communities across the country are grappling with. This session will examine some 

of the ways in which Canadian municipalities are thinking ahead and planning for 

resilient and healthy communities.  

Moderator: Nick Weigeldt, Project Assistant, ICLEI Canada 

Building Community Resilience Through Partnerships 

Michael Sullivan, Principal, Sullivan & Associates 

Resiliency is the New Black 

Tamsin Mills, Climate Change Adaptation Planner, City of Vancouver 

Mainstreaming Climate Change Adaptation into Official Plans...By Yourself, Without a 

Budget 

Stev Andis and Barb Hodgins, Senior Planners, Town of Ajax 

Tower Renewal- Adaptation demands on Apartment Buildings 

Eleanor McAteer, Project Director, Mayor's Tower Renewal, City of Toronto 

Chedoke 

B 

 
D3 

Where Do We Go From Here? Open Space Discussion 

Have your say! The agenda for this session is created by the attendees: participants 

will have the opportunity to break out into small groups to talk about various topics 

of interest, moving around the room as they please. This session gives Forum 

participants the chance to continue discussions from sessions they attended over 

the pas two days, hear from delegates who participated in other sessions, and have 

conversations pertaining to issues they are passionate about. The interactive nature 

of the session promises a unique experience of knowledge exchange and 

engagement.  

Facilitator: Holly Vaughan, Project Assistant, ICLEI Canada 

Webster 

C 

 
D4 

Have Questions? Visit the ICLEI Booth! 
Bring your questions, comments, and suggestions to the ICLEI 

Booth: 

 Meet and talk to ICLEI Staff 

 Drop off your business card and be entered to win a Steam 

Whistle Prize pack! 

 Tell us what you think — have suggestions for next year’s 

Livable Cities Forum? Topics, sessions, speakers, themes… 

all are welcome! 

Located in the Chedoke Foyer 
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Health and Adaptation  

This session will explore how climate change is impacting the health of our 

communities and will look at what organizations and institutions are doing to adapt 

to these new realities. Speakers from various health organizations and municipal 

public health offices will present on what can and is being done to address health 

risks and vulnerabilities linked to climate change. Presentations will be followed by a 

panel discussion on the role of municipalities in public health.  

Moderator: George McKibbon, Environmental Planner, McKibbon Wakefield Inc 

Public Health and Adaptation  

Jay Storfer, Policy Analyst, Climate Change and Health Office, Health Canada 

From Response Planning to Adaptation – The City of Windsor’s Heat Strategy 

Averil Parent, Environment and Sustainability Coordinator, City of Windsor 

Creating Adaptable Cities Through a Multi-Disciplinary Approach: Toronto's Shade Policy 

and Guidelines 

Safoura Moazami, Health Promotion Consultant, Toronto Public Health 

Diana Hamilton, Senior Architect, Delcan  

Webster 

A 

 
D1 

Finding the Nexus: Integrating Action on Climate Change Adaptation and 

Mitigation 

For nearly two decades, the Partners for Climate Protection (PCP) has been 

supporting local governments in their efforts to curb greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions and mitigate global climate change. With mitigation plans and policies 

firmly in place, many are now asking: what’s next? This session will explore 

opportunities for climate action beyond the PCP milestone framework, focusing on 

climate change response strategies that integrate both adaptation and mitigation 

initiatives.  

Integrating Action on Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation 

Muni Ahlawat, Program Officer, Federation of Canadian Municipalities  

Case Study: Adaptation and Mitigation in Delta, BC 

Angela Danyluk, Senior Environmental Officer, Municipal Corporation of Delta  

Workshop Exercise: Risk Assessment and Action Planning  

Jonathan Connor, Project Coordinator, ICLEI Canada 

Webster 

B 

 
D2 

Parallel Sessions 1:30 – 3:30pm 
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Jennifer Hirsch, Ph.D. is an applied anthropologist specializing in sustainability, 

cultural diversity, community development, coalition-building, strategic thinking, and 

experiential education. She works as an independent consultant and holds Fellow 

appointments with The Institute of Cultural Affairs, USA, The Asset-Based 

Community Development Institute at Northwestern University, and The Field 

Museum’s Division of Environment, Culture, and Conservation. 

 

Dr. Hirsch is recognized nationally for fostering grassroots participation in 

sustainability planning and project execution. She regularly advises and presents on 

local and regional efforts related to sustainability and community development. From 

2007 to 2012, Dr. Hirsch led The Field Museum’s program on community-based 

sustainability and climate change action. As part of this program, she consulted for 

the City of Chicago, co-leading their community engagement initiative for the 

Chicago Climate Action Plan.  

 

Previously, Dr. Hirsch worked at Northwestern University as Assistant and Associate 

Director of Study Abroad and then as Director of the academic internship program 

Chicago Field Studies and Lecturer in the Department of Anthropology. Dr. Hirsch 

has a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology from Duke University and a B.A. in American 

Culture from Northwestern University.  

Dr. Jennifer Hirsch 

Community Development 

and Sustainability 

Specialist 

Gordon McBean is the Director, Research and External Relations, Centre for 

Environment and Sustainability, Director, Policy Studies, Institute for Catastrophic 

Loss Reduction and Professor at Western University, London, Canada. He is also 

Chair, Committee for the Ontario Regional Climate Change Consortium, President-

elect of the International Council for Science and Chair, Canadian Climate Forum. 

He was previously a Professor of Atmospheric and Oceanographic Sciences at The 

University of British Columbia and then, from 1994 to 2000, Assistant Deputy 

Minister in Environment Canada responsible for climate, weather and air quality 

sciences and services. He was a Convening Lead Author for the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Climate Extremes. He was Chair of the 

international Science Committee for the Integrated Research on Disaster Risk and 

earlier the World Climate Research Programme.  

 

He has been appointed a Member of the Order of Canada and the Order of Ontario 

and awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. He shared in the awarding of the 

2007 Nobel Peace Prize to the IPCC. He is a Fellow of the: Royal Society of 

Canada, the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, the American Meteorological 

Society and the Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society; and received 

the Patterson Medal for distinguish contributions to meteorology by a Canadian.  

Dr. Gordon McBean 

Director, Research and 

External Relations, Centre 

for Environment and 

Sustainability, Western 

University; Director, Policy 

Studies, Institute for 

Catastrophic Loss 

Reduction; and Chair, 

Ontario Regional Climate 

Change Consortium  
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Mary Lou began her career as a journalist, having worked for three regional 

newspapers in the Maritimes. She worked as Communications Director for a deputy 

prime minister and a member of Parliament, and has also managed public relations 

for St. Michael’s, St. Joseph’s, and Providence Hospitals in Toronto. 

 

After joining IBC in 1990, Mary Lou spearheaded the campaign for graduated driver 

licensing, successfully opposed government-run auto insurance in Ontario and New 

Brunswick, and helped establish the Canadian Coalition Against Insurance Fraud 

(CCAIF). As Senior Vice-President, Issues Management and Communications, Mary 

Lou’s recent efforts include an ongoing consumer education program designed to 

improve the relationship between insurers and consumers. In addition, she is 

advancing the industry’s leadership in adaptation to severe weather. 

 

Mary Lou leads the development of IBC’s strategic planning, the process that 

ensures that IBC addresses the priority issues of its members. Mary Lou is a 

published author. 

Mary Lou O’Reilly 

Senior Vice-President,  

Issues Management and 

Communications, 

Insurance Bureau of 

Canada 

Cara Pike is a leading social change strategist and environmental communicator. She 

is the CEO of Pike Productions, an environmental communication consulting firm, as 

well as founder and director of The Resource Innovation Group’s Social Capital 

Project and Climate Access, a network for those engaging the public in the 

transformation to low-carbon resilient communities. Her work includes creation of the 

Ecological Roadmap, a values-based approach to building support for environmental 

protection; Climate Communications Behavior Change – A Guide for Practitioners; 

and other widely used publications and toolkits. Cara was a founding board member 

of the Global Footprint Network, is a member of David Suzuki’s Stonehouse Standing 

Circle and serves on the boards of Resource Media and the Hollyhock Educational 

Foundation. Ms. Pike has a Masters of Science in Environmental Communications 

from California State University-Fullerton and a Bachelor of Arts in Film and 

Communications and Environmental Science from McGill University. She is a Senior 

Fellow at Willamette University’s Center for Sustainable Communities.  

Cara Pike 

Director, Social Capital 

Project 

 

Paul Kovacs founder and Executive Director of the Institute for Catastrophic Loss 

Reduction at Western University, and CEO of the Property and Casualty Insurance 

Compensation Corporation  

 

Since 1996, Paul has been a contributing author to the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change. He is Canada’s leading authority on insurance and climate change 

and has been a contributing author to numerous international and Canadian reports 

on reducing the risk of loss from earthquakes, flood and severe wind. For more than 

thirty-five years Paul has been a popular commentator on insurance, disaster safety 

and economic policy. He has written more than 200 publications and articles and he 

is a passionate champion for insurance, disaster resilience and adaptation to climate 

extremes. 

 

Paul has worked in private industry, governments and academia. He serves on a 

number of Canadian and international advisory boards. Paul was a member of the 

Hamilton Independent Community Panel assessing the Storm Event Response 

Group. He is a proud husband and father, with a growing collection of bow ties. 

Paul Kovacs 

Executive Director, 

Institute for Catastrophic 

Loss Reduction 
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State of Adaptation in Canada: Learning From Your Neighbours 

This session will explore the state of adaptation in Canada and will highlight notable 

adaptation initiatives being implemented in communities across the country.  

Moderator: Heather Donison, Senior Project Manager, City of Hamilton 

Highlighting Adaptation Initiatives in Canadian Municipalities - ICLEI’s 2012 Adaptation 

Measures Report 

Holly Vaughan, Project Assistant, ICLEI Canada 

Accelerating Adaptation in Canadian Communities 

Kevin Behan, Director of Research, Clean Air Partnership 

The Canadian Climate Change Adaptation Community of Practice (CCACoP) – Bridging The 

Gap Between Adaptation Experts, Scientists and Policy-Makers Across Canada 

Annette Morand, Community Adaptation Coordinator, OCCIAR 

Taking Stock and Diving In: Vignettes from Surrey’s Adaptation Planning Process 

Maggie Baynham, Sustainability Planning Technician, City of Surrey, BC 

Community Water Efficiency Programming: City of Guelph’s Perspective  

Wayne Galliher, Water Conservation Project Manager, City of Guelph 

Webster 

C 

 
C4 

Elected Officials Connect 

Part 1—Dispatches from City Hall 

Elected officials from Canadian communities touched by extreme weather events 

will share their front line experiences of how they dealt with the aftermath, rallied 

their communities and thrived through the experience. Presentations will be followed 

by a facilitated discussion.  

Moderators: Megan Meaney, Director, ICLEI Canada and Charley Beresford, 

Executive Director, Columbia Institute 

Out of the Storm 

Mayor Delbert Shewfelt, Goderich, Ontario 

Thunder Bay Flood Disaster 2012 

Councillor Rebecca Johnson, Thunder Bay, Ontario 

Adapting to Our New Reality  

Councillor Terry Whitehead, Hamilton, Ontario 

Room 

314 

LUNCH  

Chedoke C 

12:30 — 1:30pm 

 
C5 
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Finding the Nexus: Resilience and Biodiversity 

This session will examine the interaction of resilience building and biodiversity 

management and how local communities are meeting the challenge of bridging 

these two conservation practices. The panel of speakers will provide presentations 

on how their organizations are "finding the nexus" through ecosystems 

management, research and education, local strategies and policies, and community 

partnerships.  

Moderator: Nicole Marzok, Project Coordinator, ICLEI Canada 

Reconceptualizing Biodiversity: TRCA’s Evolving Approach to Urban Landscape Ecology 

Meaghan Eastwood, Terrestrial Ecologist, Research and Development Section, Ecology 

Division, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 

Living Landscape – Greater Sudbury’s Biodiversity Action Plan 

Stephen Monet, Manager Environmental Planning Initiatives, City of Greater Sudbury 

The Oak Ridges Moraine - From Provincial Regulation to Local “On-the-ground” Application  

Kim Gavine, Executive Director, Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation 

Engaging Municipalities in Natural Heritage Systems Planning 

Joshua Wise, Greenway Program Coordinator, Ontario Nature  

Chedoke 

B 

 
C2 

Having the Climate Conversation 

This session will explore some of the communication tools and strategies that can 

be used to assist local governments with the imperative task of communicating an 

understanding of climate change. 

Moderator: Elisabeth Arnold, Consultant, Sustainable Community Planning 

So Now What? An Introduction to Communicating Climate Change  

Nick Weigeldt, Project Assistant, ICLEI Canada 

Engaging Communities on Climate Change with Visual Learning Tools 

Stephen Sheppard, Director, Collaborative for Advanced Landscape Planning, University of 

British Columbia 

Framing Climate Change 

Jennifer Good, Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Brock University  

Enough Talk…Let's See Action on Climate Change 

David Dilks, President, LURA Consulting 

Webster 

B 

 
C3 
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David Thompson is Policy Director of the Sustainable Communities Program for 

Sustainable Prosperity and Principal of PolicyLink Research and Consulting. He has 

worked as a lawyer in government and in the civil society sector, in management, as 

a small business owner, and as a researcher and policy development consultant.  

He has postgraduate degrees in law and environmental economics. He has authored 

and co-authored a number of green economy publications for Sustainable 

Prosperity, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the Centre for Civic 

Governance, and various other municipal governments and stakeholder 

organizations.  

David Thompson 

Policy Director, 

Sustainable 

Communities, 

Sustainable Prosperity 

 

 

 

Join us at the Livable Cities Reception and get a feel for the local climate 

movement!  

The reception will be held at the Hamilton Convention Center and will serve as 

an opportunity for delegates to network with fellow attendees as well as 

signatories of the Hamilton Climate Change Action Charter. Charter 

signatories will be showcasing their organizations’ climate change work and 

will be available for discussion throughout the evening.  

To learn more about the Hamilton Climate Change Action Charter, visit           

http://www.climatechangehamilton.ca  

Hors d’oeuvres and a variety of beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) will be served. 

The Registration Desk will be open during the Reception.  

We hope to see you there! 

 

Livable Cities Reception—November 28th 6:30—8:30pm  

Webster Foyer, Hamilton Convention Centre 
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Chedoke 

B 

Registration opens at 7:30 am 

Opening Plenary 8:30 – 10:00 am 

The Livable City: Setting the Focus 

Engaging Community Stakeholders in Local Adaptation Planning  

This session will showcase several ways that diverse groups of stakeholders have 

been brought together to advance the municipal adaptation planning processes and 

improve the overall resilience of communities in Canada. 

Moderator: Liz Nield, CEO, LURA Consulting 

Advancing Urban Solutions Through Collective Action 

Stewart Chisholm, Program Director, Evergreen CityWorks  

Engaging the Masses About Stuff That Matters 

Susan Hall, Vice President, LURA Consulting 

Three Different Sustainable Neighbourhood Retrofit Action Plans (SNAPs) 

Sonya Meek, Manager, Watershed Planning, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority  

Justyna Braithwaite, SNAP Project Coordinator, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 

The Toronto Region's WeatherWise Partnership 

Dave MacLeod, Senior Environmental Specialist, Toronto Environment Office  

Engaging Business for Urban Resilience and Sustainability 

Sandi Stride, President and CEO, Sustainable Hamilton 

City of Fredericton—Green Matters 

Michael Baldwin, Manager, Corporate Affairs and Government Relations, City of Fredericton 

Webster 

A 

Parallel Sessions 10:30 am – 12:30 pm   
A1 

10:00 — 10:30 am 

Networking Break 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

Welcoming remarks from the host and organizer and an inspirational keynote about 

how the City of Chicago has worked with anthropologists, ecologists, and diverse 

community stakeholders to implement the Chicago region’s climate action plans and 

develop the Chicago Community Climate Action Toolkit, comprising 60+ multimedia 

tools that any community can use and adapt to their community cultures. 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Mayor Bob Bratina, City of Hamilton  

Creating Adaptive and Resilient Communities: Our New Reality  

Megan Meaney, Director, ICLEI Canada 

What Do Daycare and Soul Food Have to Do with Climate Change? Forging City-

Community Partnerships to Build Local Leadership for Climate Action  

Dr. Jennifer Hirsch, Community Development and Sustainability Specialist, Chicago, IL 
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Chedoke 

B 

Opening Plenary 8:30 – 10:00 am 

Insights from the Insurance Industry 

Adaptation in Small Communities and Rural Areas 

This session will explore the ways in which climate change is impacting small 

Canadian communities and rural regions and will showcase some of the innovative 

projects being undertaken to ensure the viability and livability of these communities 

across the country.  

Moderator: Susanna Reid, Planner, Huron County  

Climate Change Risks and Adaptation for Smaller Communities 

Robert McLemen, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Wilfred Laurier University 

A Strategic Team Approach to Building Resiliency and Protecting Lake Huron 

Alec Scott, Water and Planning Manager, Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority 

Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) Community Led, Farmer Delivered Agricultural 

Climate Adaptation 

Brian Gilvesy, ALUS Chair, Norfolk ALUS Pilot Project and Proprietor, Y U Ranch 

Huntsville’s Story, So Far: Our Journey from Planning to Implementing Sustainability 

Rebecca Francis, Sustainability Coordinator, Town of Huntsville 

Climate Change Adaptation Planning in Newfoundland and Labrador 

Kimberly Bittermann, Policy Analyst & Climate Change Adaptation Coordinator, Department 

of Environment and Conservation, Province of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Webster 

A 

 
C1 

Parallel Sessions 10:30 am – 12:30 pm  

10:00—10:30 am 

Networking Break 

 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

The insurance industry has long been a leader in understanding the impacts of 

climate change. Extreme weather events like hail storms, floods and wildfires can 

cause significant property damage, injuries and even death. The insurance industry 

has a history of working with community stakeholders to prevent disaster, reduce risk 

and promote increased resiliency and this plenary will highlight the insights from 

these experiences. 

Science to Action: Providing a Research Foundation for Adapting to Climate Extremes 

Paul Kovacs, Executive Director, Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

Building A Culture of Resilience: Insurance Action in Canada 

Mary Lou O’Reilly, Senior Vice-President, Issues Management and Communications, 

Insurance Bureau of Canada 
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Connecting Science and Technology to Municipal Policy 

This session will explore some of the ways in which local governments are 

connecting scientific understanding and technological innovation to municipal policy 

in order to create more resilient and livable cities.  

Moderator: Muni Ahlawat, Program Officer, FCM 

LiDAR – Mapping the Livable City  

Steve Young, Climate Action Analyst, City of Victoria  

Cracking the Climate Action Nut: Accelerating Innovation & Managing Change  

Angela Danyluk, Senior Environmental Officer, Municipal Corporation of Delta  

Heat-Related Illness and Environmental Heat Monitoring in Eastern Ontario 

Dr. Geof Hall, Queens University and Kingston Public Health  

Helping Integrate Climate Science into Municipal Policy in Québec 

Caroline Larrivee, Program Coordinator, Ouranos 

Open Data: A City of Edmonton Approach 

Ashley Casovan, Strategic Coordinator, City of Edmonton 

Webster 

B 

 
B3 

Local Study Tour: Interactive Case Study  

Seeing is believing! This interactive case study is a hands-on way to learn about the 

actions being taken by the City of Hamilton to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 

The tour will bring delegates to the Red Hill Valley, the Woodward Avenue Water & 

Wastewater Treatment Plants, and Windermere Basin. The Red Hill Valley tour will 

present the details of the longest, continuous urban creek restoration project in North 

America, and the innovative storm water management strategies for the Red Hill 

Valley Expressway. The Woodward Avenue Water & Wastewater Treatment Plant tour 

will showcase the wastewater treatment plant primary clarifier upgrades, the Biogas 

purification and Cogeneration Process, and energy savings projects including the 

Highlift Pump Replacement. Finally, the tour will visit Windermere Basin, the site of an 

extensive wetland rehabilitation project. Join us and see first-hand the great ways in 

which Hamilton is working to create an adaptive and resilient community. 

Guide: Nick Winters, Acting Senior Project Manager, Water & Wastewater, City of 

Hamilton  

Chedoke 

Foyer 

 
B4 

Delegates’ Dinner Hosted by Mayor Bratina 

6:30 – 9:30 pm 

Join ICLEI and Mayor Bratina for a special Delegates’ Dinner 

and Milestone Recognition Ceremony for ICLEI’s Adaptation 

Initiative participants. 

 

Location: Chedoke C—Hamilton Convention Centre 
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Adapting the Built Environment 

This session will look at how built infrastructure assets and critical infrastructure, 

such as the electrical grid, are being affected by climate change, what is being done 

to prepare and adapt to the impacts, and what has yet to be done.  

Moderator: Debra Lam, Policy and Urban Sustainability Associate/Senior Consultant, ARUP 

Future of Toronto’s Grid 

Joyce McLean, Director Strategic Issues, Office of the President, Toronto Hydro  

Adapting Municipal Infrastructure to a Changing Climate: The Engineering Perspective 

David Lapp, Manager, Professional Practice, Engineers Canada  

Developing a Decision Making Framework for Climate Adaptation – PIEVC Building Case 

Study 

Sean Capstick, Principal, Golder and Associates 

Jeremy Carkner, Manager, Morrison Hershfield Limited 

Green Buildings: Mitigating & Adapting to Climate Change 

Thomas Mueller, President & CEO, Canada Green Building Council 

Infrastructure Public Works, City of Hamilton 

Nahed Ghbn, Senior Project Manager, Water and Wastewater Division, Public Works, City 

of Hamilton 

Webster 

B 

 
A2 

Adaptation Planning Tools and Frameworks 

Speakers from non-profit, national and municipal organizations will present different 

tools and frameworks that are available to Canadian communities to help them plan 

for the impacts of climate change. 

Moderator: Nancy Hackett, Environmental Initiatives Supervisor, City of Red Deer 

Changing Climate, Changing Communities: ICLEI’s Adaptation Methodology 

Holly Vaughan, Project Assistant, ICLEI Canada 

Land Use Planning Tools for Local Adaptation to Climate Change 

Gregory Richardson, Policy Analyst, Climate Change and Health Office, Health Canada 

Building Resilient Watersheds—An Adaptation Framework 

Hazel Breton, Manager Water Resources Engineering, Hamilton Conservation Authority 

Assessing Vulnerability To Climate Change: Peel Region 

Louise Aubin, Manager, Environmental Health, Peel Public Health 

Webster 

C 

 
A3 
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Chedoke 

B 

Afternoon Plenary 1:30 – 2:45 pm 

Bridging Science and Communication  

Making the Municipal Business Case 

Business cases can range from the comprehensive and highly structured to the 

informal and brief, but they all help to build support and address concerns before 

moving forward. This session will focus on making the business case for municipal 

climate change adaptation.  

Moderator: Brian Montgomery, Air & Climate Change Coordinator, City of Hamilton  

Integrating Adaptation into Business and Financial Planning 

Sarah Clayton, Senior Economist, Regional Municipality of Durham 

Adaptation: Municipal Responsibilities in a Changing Climate  

Travis J. Allan, Partner, J.D., Zizzo Allan LLP  

The Climate Change Adaptation Project: The Business Case of Adaptation 

Jason Thistlethwaite, Director, Climate Change Adaptation Project: Canada, University of 

Waterloo 

Ready For Rising Waters 

James Geuzebroek, Vice-President, Communications, Insurance Bureau of Canada 

Room 

314 

 
A4 

LUNCH  

Chedoke C 

12:30 — 1:30 pm 

Climate change is a complex issue that requires a certain understanding of scientific 

models and forecasts. While climate science can be a powerful communication tool, 

it can also be confusing and often misinterpreted, particularly for those without a 

hard science background. Specialists will help us better understand climate science, 

what it means, and how it can be used most effectively in both casual and formal 

communications. 

Communicating the Climate Perils of the Future 

Dr. Gordon McBean, Director, Research and External Relations, Centre for Environment and 

Sustainability, Western University; Director, Policy Studies, Institute for Catastrophic Loss 

Reduction; and Chair, Ontario Regional Climate Change Consortium  

Climate Communications and Behavior Change: Building a Sense of Tension, Efficacy and 

Benefits 

Cara Pike, Director, Social Capital Project 

11 

Transforming Traditions: Adapting Social and Cultural Practices  

This session will explore the effects of climate change on culture, recreation, 

tourism, and Canadian industry and will look at how communities, businesses, and 

individuals are adapting their cultural, business, and social behaviours in the face of 

a changing climate. Presentations will be followed by a panel discussion on the role 

of municipalities in transforming traditions.  

Moderator: Velma Grover, Chair, Green Venture 

Climate Change Here in Our Own Backyard  

Chris Hamilton, Community Outreach Coordinator, Hamilton Conversation Authority  

Climate Change and Ontario Wine: The Good, the Bad, and the Ready 

Kerrie Pickering, Project Manager, Cool Climate Oenology and Viticulture Institute, Brock 

University 

Adapting to Climate Change at Ontario’s Largest Mountain Resort 

Lindsay Ayers, Manager, Environment and Planning Services, Blue Mountains Resort 

Room 

314 

Parallel Sessions 3:00 – 5:00 pm  
B1 

Finding Common Ground: Bridging Divides Across Professions and  

Jurisdictions  

This session will explore ways in which sometimes-diverse and disparate 

practitioners work with others outside of their immediate departments, 

municipalities, or professions to collaborate on, plan, or implement climate change 

adaptation measures.  

Moderator: Stephanie Levesque, Ontario Director, Columbia Institute  

The State of Adaptation Planning in Canada 

Dr. Kevin Hanna, Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Environmental 

Studies, Wilfred Laurier University 

Bridging the Divide Through Collaboration 

Pam Kertland, Manager, Adaptation Tools Programming, Climate Change Impacts and 

Adaptation Division, Natural Resources Canada 

Building Capacity for Resiliency Through Regional Co-operation 

Sarah Webb, Climate Action Program Manager, Capital Regional District 

Communication Challenges: Research and Design 

George McKibbon, Environmental Planner, McKibbon Wakefield Inc.  

Webster 

C 

 
B2 


