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The impacts of climate change will
not be experienced uniformly.



“...Equity refers to fairness and justice ...[w]hereas
equality means providing the same to all, equity means
recognizing that we do not all start from the same place

and must acknowledge and make adjustments to

imbalances. The process is ongoing, requiring us to
identify and overcome intentional and unintentional
barriers arising from bias or systemic structures.”
(National Association of Colleges and Employers)



EQUALITY: EQUITY:
Everyone gets the same-reqgardless if it's needed or Everyone gets what they need-understanding the
right for them barriers, circumstances, and conditions
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EQUALITY: EQUITY:
Everyone gets the same - regardless if it's needed or Everyone gets what they need - understanding the
right for them barriers, circumstances, and conditions.
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Considering Maladaptation

“According to the 2022 IPCC WGII Sixth Assessment Report: ‘adaptation planning
and implementation that do not consider adverse outcomes for different groups
can lead to maladaptation, increasing exposures to risks, marginalising people
from certain socio-economic or livelihood groups, and exacerbating inequity.”
(Indigenous Climate Hub, 2022)

Maladaptation: When actions intended to reduce vulnerability to climate
change inadvertently increase it, either for the people undertaking the
action or for others, now or in the future.

Example: Downstream impacts of coastal flood control measures might increase flood risk
elsewhere or cause disruptions to water ecosystems




Equitable Climate Adaptation:
Considerations for Local Governments

A resource to help guide you through equitable
engagement processes for adaptation. It aims to
support users in the following ways:

Equitable
Climate
Adaptation:

« To help understand and address primary
barriers to centering equity in climate

Considerations for Local :
adaptation

Governments

- To provide replicable case studies of local
government action

« To highlight tangible and applicable tools for
centering equity and engagement in
adaptation efforts.

ICLEl Canada

ICLEI 401 Richmond St W #204
Toronto, ON M5Y 3A8
La< ¥ Governmency
for Sustanabbiny




Equity(?) in Adaptation Planning

Present Future
Placation Meaningful Engagement

Eroded Trust Relationship Building

Perpetuation of Harm Community-Based Action




Making the Shift

- Recognize the power dynamics between decision-making
actors and community members.

- Challenge patterns of behaviour that perpetuate inequities
and uneven patterns of participation in decision making.

- Acknowledge communities and marginalized members as
active agents of change.




Identifying Equity Objectives

C Procedvural ) ( Distributional ) ( Structural >

Process-oriented

Emphasize equitable
treatment

Incorporate
Engagement

Focus on resources,
benefits, and burdens

Equitable distribution
and redistribution

Systems-oriented
Address root causes

Community-led
decision-making







Building the Case

- Identify your Audience

- Identify their Priorities and Concerns
- Identify Facts and Examples
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Housing and Homelessness Food Security Green Infrastructure and Energy Security
Public Space




Foundational Considerations for
Engagement and Partnership

/ BEFORE PROJECT \ / \ /

PROJECT INITIATION PROJECT DELIVERY
INITIATION
“Have you developed staff, “Are you using methods to lower
“Before engaging, have you community, and political readiness barriers to engagement?”
assessed whether the project with an understanding of why the
and associated engagement project must centre equity and "Are you regularly reporting back
have the potential to benefit climate adaptation?” to the communities you have

equity-deserving communities?” engaged with? “

Considerations for Three Project Types

Adaptation Infrastructure Projects Adaptation Plans and Policies Programming for Climate Adaptation



Green Infrastructure and Public Space

Access to green spaces enhance community resilience to different climate events. Research
by Nature Canada shows that neighbourhoods with lower household incomes and larger
BIPOC communities have less access to trees and urban forests than wealthier and less
culturally diverse communities

« Do your plans look at intersecting barriers experienced by
equity-deserving communities? (i.e. tree canopy cover and
income)?

« How can you communicate this information to prioritize support
for equity-deserving communities?

. If you don’t have this information, how might you gather this
knowledge and in collaboration with whom? Who might be
effective partners to help support this process?



https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Nature-Canada-Report-Tree-Equity.pdf

Community Engagement to Advance Tree Canopy
Equity: Calgary Climate Hub Tree Equity Campaign

Sustainability Network and Nature Canada Workshopinvestigated some of the work being
undertaken to start advancing tree equity through public engagement:

Calgary Tree Equit

Calgary Tree Planting Guide

Tool
CALGARY " .
Calgary cumat Tree Planting Guide
Tree Equity HUB
:‘v'?,w' z:ssu-;;é:l:::;::? Gty sonrces L 8%
Select a Year

(8) tee Loty Scere 2020 00ty) ©
O{‘wov Cower (%) O
] vee Cancpy Outine O

) st vew @
Comparison

2020 . 022

(O Concpy Cover Change (V)
[ Tive Cancpy Ostinn



https://www.calgaryclimatehub.ca/calgary_tree_equity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHcFQnRdxMY
https://calgarytreeequity.ca
https://calgarytreeequity.ca
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/calgaryclimatehub/pages/982/attachments/original/1718479626/CCH_-_Tree_Planting_Guide_-_WEB.pdf?1718479626

Affordable and Sustainable Housing

Access to quality housing with safe and upgraded infrastructure plays an important role in
climate resilience. However, high quality and climate resilient housing is often more

expensive or requires expensive retrofits that may be unaffordable for low-income
households.

- Do your plans look at intersecting barriers of housing
affordability and resilience?

« How can affordable, high-quality, and climate resilient housing

be prioritized as a part of municipal resilience efforts?

« Who might be effective partners to help support this process?




Risk Inequalities and Lack of Engagement:
Thorncliffe Park, Toronto
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Engagement Barriers:
Thorncliffe Park, Toronto

e Climate Unawareness

i.i.i.i . Lack of Social Networks

— « Immigrants
« Lack of connections

? L .
Lack of Citizenship Rights g E?\. » Communication Barriers

-~ Language
- Refugees 9 g
« Cultural issues

« Livelihoods
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TRCA Sustainable Neighborhood Action Program
(SNAP): San Romanoway Towers Revival

The project applied the Participants to Leader model which actively engages community
members and fosters community leadership. A variety of engagement techniques were
used to understand residents’ needs, identify emerging leaders, and develop trust,
through: outdoor events, focus group discussions, residents tours.

Urban Agriculture
Edible Baclconies Project & Training Building Retrofits



https://trca.ca/conservation/sustainable-neighbourhoods/snap-neighbourhood-projects/black-creek-snap/projects-san-romanoway-towers-revival/#engagement
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Questions?



Coastal Climate Resilience
Collaborative

Additional Resources

Equitable Adaptation

The following resources complement the information shared in the “Equitable Adaptation” presentation. This was part of a four-part
presentation series developed for the Coastal Climate Resilience Collaborative, a project that is supported by Natural Resour ces
Canada’s Climate-Resilient Coastal Communities Program.

Presentation references:
o Equitable Climate Adaptation: Considerations for Local Governments & (ICLE| Canada)
o Guide to Fquitable, Community-Driven Climate Preparedness Planning & (USDN)

o Wheel of Power and Privilege €

Potential Adverse Equi 0

Thorncliffe Park, Toronto &

e San Romanoway Towers Revival & (TRCA



https://icleicanada.org/project/equitable-climate-adaptation/
https://icleicanada.org/project/equitable-climate-adaptation/
https://icleicanada.org/project/equitable-climate-adaptation/
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_guide_to_equitable_community-driven_climate_preparedness-_high_res.pdf?
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_guide_to_equitable_community-driven_climate_preparedness-_high_res.pdf?
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_guide_to_equitable_community-driven_climate_preparedness-_high_res.pdf?
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_guide_to_equitable_community-driven_climate_preparedness-_high_res.pdf?
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_guide_to_equitable_community-driven_climate_preparedness-_high_res.pdf?
https://just1voice.com/advocacy/wheel-of-privilege/
https://just1voice.com/advocacy/wheel-of-privilege/
https://just1voice.com/advocacy/wheel-of-privilege/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2025.1483428/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2025.1483428/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/marine-science/articles/10.3389/fmars.2025.1483428/full
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204623001536
https://trca.ca/conservation/sustainable-neighbourhoods/snap-neighbourhood-projects/black-creek-snap/projects-san-romanoway-towers-revival/#engagement
https://trca.ca/conservation/sustainable-neighbourhoods/snap-neighbourhood-projects/black-creek-snap/projects-san-romanoway-towers-revival/#engagement
https://trca.ca/conservation/sustainable-neighbourhoods/snap-neighbourhood-projects/black-creek-snap/projects-san-romanoway-towers-revival/#engagement

Coastal Climate Resilience
Collaborative

Additional Resources

Equitable Adaptation

Other resources
¢ (limate Change, Health Equity, and the Built Environment: Public Health Practice Guide & (ORCCA)

¢ Equity and Climate Synergjes Resource Hub & (CAP)

¢ Beyond Inclusion - Equity in Public Engagement & (SFU)

¢ Inclusive and Empathetic Language Use Guidelines & (Alliance for Healthier Communities)
® For Our Future: Indigenous Resilience Report & (NRCan)



https://icleicanada.org/project/ORCCA-Public-Health-Practice-Guide/
https://icleicanada.org/project/ORCCA-Public-Health-Practice-Guide/
https://icleicanada.org/project/ORCCA-Public-Health-Practice-Guide/
https://guides.co/g/equity-and-climate/255867
https://guides.co/g/equity-and-climate/255867
https://guides.co/g/equity-and-climate/255867
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/what-we-do/knowledge-practice/beyond-inclusion.html
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/what-we-do/knowledge-practice/beyond-inclusion.html
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/what-we-do/knowledge-practice/beyond-inclusion.html
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/what-we-do/knowledge-practice/beyond-inclusion.html
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/what-we-do/knowledge-practice/beyond-inclusion.html
https://educ.queensu.ca/sites/educwww/files/uploaded_files/Inclusive%20Language-Use%20Guide%20-%202020.pdf
https://educ.queensu.ca/sites/educwww/files/uploaded_files/Inclusive%20Language-Use%20Guide%20-%202020.pdf
https://educ.queensu.ca/sites/educwww/files/uploaded_files/Inclusive%20Language-Use%20Guide%20-%202020.pdf
https://changingclimate.ca/indigenous-resilience/
https://changingclimate.ca/indigenous-resilience/
https://changingclimate.ca/indigenous-resilience/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/from-risk-to-resilience/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/from-risk-to-resilience/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/from-risk-to-resilience/
https://www.wucaonline.org/adaptation-in-practice/equitable-climate-solutions/index.html
https://www.wucaonline.org/adaptation-in-practice/equitable-climate-solutions/index.html
https://www.wucaonline.org/adaptation-in-practice/equitable-climate-solutions/index.html
https://www.calgaryclimatehub.ca/calgary_tree_equity
https://www.calgaryclimatehub.ca/calgary_tree_equity
https://www.calgaryclimatehub.ca/calgary_tree_equity
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
https://sustainability.yale.edu/explainers/yale-experts-explain-intersectionality-and-climate-change
https://sustainability.yale.edu/explainers/yale-experts-explain-intersectionality-and-climate-change
https://sustainability.yale.edu/explainers/yale-experts-explain-intersectionality-and-climate-change
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