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What is the Housing 
Design Catalogue?
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The Housing Design Catalogue is a nationally 
developed collection of 50 standardized low-rise 
home designs. It serves as a practical tool for 
builders, developers, homeowners, and local 
governments to support the creation of more 
housing in existing communities across Canada. 

The Catalogue promotes gentle density by 
introducing housing options such as fourplexes 
and rowhouses. 

Benefits on Partnership:

• Reduces time and cost

• Free and open to use “near permit-
ready” design packages

• Supports and de-risks infill development

• Offers accessible options

• Promotes energy efficient design
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50 Home 
designs

Diverse 
housing 
typologies

Focus on gentle 
density & 
standardization

7 Regions 

The Catalogue in a Snapshot

Energy 
Performance 
and Climate 

Financial 
Feasibility

Adaptable by 
Design

Regionally-
informed
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Inspired by our History
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Today’s Housing 
Design 
Catalogue

Accessory 
Dwelling Units

Rowhouses and 
Townhouses

Fourplexes Sixplexes
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Adaptable by 
Design

Energy 
Performance & 

Climate

Regionally 
Informed

Financially 
Feasible
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Core Design 
Principles



Reflecting regional differences

The catalogue reflects regional 
differences in regional climate zones, 
housing needs and construction 
methods. 
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Designed for compliance​

The designs follow local codes and regulations 
from jurisdictions across Canada, helping to align 
with local approval processes to help Canadians 
build more homes, faster.

Regionally Informed
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CMHC collaborated with 
Accessibility Standards 
Canada (ASC) on the approach 
to “accessible-ready” and 
“enhanced accessibility” in 
the catalogue.

“Accessible-Ready” designs can be converted to 
an accessible unit much more easily than homes 
designed without adaptability in mind. 

“Enhanced Accessible” architectural layouts are 
aligned with principles  CSA/ASC B652-23 – 
Accessible Dwellings Standard. 

Adaptable by 
Design
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All designs target energy 
efficiency that exceeds 
building code minimums 
and allows users to make 
climate resilient choices. 

Energy Performance and Climate
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• Designs meet the minimum National 
Building Code of Canada (NBC) 2020 
Energy Performance Tier 3 or Step 4 of 
the Energy Step Code in BC Region

• Lifecycle Analysis (LCA) reporting for each 
design

• Guidance to support material selection 
and climate resilient design choices
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Financially Feasible
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• Class B construction cost estimates 
establish a reliable basis for financial 
feasibility and proforma analysis.

• Standardized plans reduce the time and 
cost involved in designing a home and can 
be used for both rental and ownership 
scenarios.  

• Standardized designs can support prefab 
and off-site construction methods for 
components such as panelized walls, 
engineered trusses and bathroom pods.
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Initial Release
(March 2025)

• Housing Design Catalogue Website 
launched

• 50 Design Summary Packages released 
which included:

o 2D and 3D representations of the 
final designs and floorplans

o Key information on building 
considerations for site planning, 
accessibility, and building 
performance. 
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Full Release (October 2025)

Technical Design Packages Technical Supports

• Architectural and Engineering 
Drawings for 50 designs
(PDF designs, CAD and BIM files)

• Energy model template and 
guidance 

• Design summaries including 2D 
and 3D images and floor plans 

• User Guide

• Climate Resilience Guide

• Materials Guide

• Cost Estimate Summaries

• Regional Site Plan Examples 
(coming soon)
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User Guide
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• Provides detailed guidance to users of the 
catalogue and Qualified Professionals who 
will be adapting the designs to a specific 
project and site.  

• Included as a part of the Technical Design 
Packages, downloadable from the 
catalogue website.

13



H
o

u
si

n
g 

D
es

ig
n

 C
at

al
o

gu
e

• Floor plans (Accessible Ready & 
Enhanced Accessible)

• Elevations

• Site Plan and Building Code Matrix

• Roof Plan

• Schedules and Details

• Structural drawings 
(e.g. foundation, ground floor, roof 
framing, and building section plans)

• Mechanical and plumbing drawings

• Electrical drawings

Architecture and Engineering Drawings
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Building Performance Report (Energy/Carbon)
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Based on a prototypical design with an assumed location 
which targets NBC 2020 – Tier 3 energy performance (Step 
4 in BC Step Code).

Provides modelled results for: 

• Operational Energy Consumption

• Embodied Carbon

• Whole Life Carbon (WLC)
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Climate Resilience Guide
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Provides building and site design strategies 
to improve climate resilience for HDC 
designs for regional climate risks including: 

• Heatwaves

• Wildfires

• Drought

• Permafrost thaw

• Flooding

• Storms
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The Materials Guide provides users with data 
on cost, durability, and environmental impact 
when selecting materials for their project. It 
includes material selection design elements 
such as:

• Cladding

• Roofing

• Insulation

• Membranes

• Sheathing

• Windows

• Exterior Doors 

Materials Guide
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Catalogue designs are “near permit-ready,” not pre-
approved. Working with qualified professionals, the 
designs can easily be adapted for details such as:

• Zoning compliance (lot coverage, setbacks, etc.)

• Parking, access, bike storage and waste 
management

• Grading and drainage

• Foundations, basements and crawlspaces

• Building orientation and siting

• Services and utilities requirements

• Cladding and material selection

• Energy performance, climate and structural 
requirements

How does it work?

A user’s licensed qualified professional 
must finalize the design to create a 
'Derived Design' and take on liability 
before making a building permit 
application.

Local authorities can pre-review the 
prototypical Catalogue plans for 
general building code and zoning 
compliance. 
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• Select which Catalogue designs 
to promote, at least 1 Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU) and 2 multi-
unit options (i.e. 
Row/Town/Plexes). Supporting 
all designs is encouraged where 
possible.

• Review prototypical Catalogue 
plans for “as-of-right” Zoning and 
Building Code compliance.

• Promote the pre-reviewed 
designs with builders, 
homeowners and the public.

• Identify opportunities to 
streamline the approvals process. 
Start tracking building permits 
using the Catalogue and other 
standardized designs.

Select Designs

Pre-review 
designs for "as-of-

right“ zoning + 
Code compliance

Promote 
Designs

Streamline 
Approvals + 

Track Uptake
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4 Steps to Become a 
Local Partner
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Province / Territory Municipality Website Supported Designs

British Columbia City of Burnaby Municipal Website BC ADU 01, ADU 02, Duplex, Rowhouse, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, Courtyard Sixplex

British Columbia City of Kelowna Municipal Website BC ADU 01, ADU 02, Duplex, Rowhouse, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, Courtyard Sixplex

British Columbia City of Vancouver Municipal Website BC Duplex, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, Courtyard Sixplex

Alberta City of Edmonton Municipal Website AB ADU 01, ADU 02, Rowhouse 01, Sixplex

Saskatchewan City of Regina Municipal Website SK/MB ADU 01, ADU 02, Rowhouse, Triplex, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, Sixplex

Ontario Town of Ajax Municipal Website ON ADU 01, ADU 02, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02

Ontario City of Kitchener Municipal Website ON ADU 01, ADU 02, Stacked Townhouse 01, Stacked Townhouse 02, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, 
Sixplex

Ontario City of Mississauga Municipal Website ON ADU 01, ADU 02, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02

Ontario City of Ottawa Coming soon Coming soon

Ontario City of Toronto Municipal Website ON ADU 01, ADU 02, Stacked Townhouse 01, Stacked Townhouse 02, Fourplex 01, Fourplex 02, 
Sixplex

New Brunswick City of Saint John Municipal Website NB/NL/NS/PE ADU 01, ADU 02, Stacked Townhouse 01, Stacked Townhouse 02, Fourplex 01, 
Fourplex 02, Sixplex

Nova Scotia Halifax Regional Municipality Municipal Website NB/NL/NS/PE ADU 01, ADU 02, Stacked Townhouse 01, Stacked Townhouse 02, Fourplex 01, 
Fourplex 02, Sixplex

Yukon City of Whitehorse Coming soon YT/NWT/NU ADU – Municipal, Rowhouse – Municipal, Fourplex – Municipal, Sixplex – Municipal

Northwest Territories City of Yellowknife Municipal Website YT/NWT/NU ADU – Municipal, ADU – Tanked, Rowhouse – Municipal, Fourplex – Municipal, 
Sixplex – Municipal

Visit the local government page on the 
Catalogue website for an up-to-date list 

https://www.burnaby.ca/services-and-payments/development-permits-construction/housing-design-library
https://www.kelowna.ca/homes-building/property-development/infill-housing
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/permitting-improvement-program.aspx
https://edmonton.ca/housing
https://www.regina.ca/bylaws-permits-licences/permits/cmhc-housing-design-catalogue/
https://www.housing.ajax.ca/
http://www.kitchener.ca/en/building-and-renovating/housing-design-catalogue.aspx
https://www.mississauga.ca/housing-catalogue
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-construction/building-permit/before-you-apply-for-a-building-permit/certifying-your-building-plans/housing-design-catalogue-permits
https://saintjohn.ca/en/city-hall/permits-licenses-and-service-requests/housing-design-catalogue
https://www.halifax.ca/housing-design-catalogue
https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/doing-business/planning-and-development-initiatives.aspx#CMHC-Housing-Catalogue
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1. What are you hearing from your local builder community on opportunities for gentle density and 
the use of standardized designs?

2. Do you see any barriers to pre-reviewing designs from the Housing Design Catalogue? How can 
we address them?

3. How do you see climate-resilient and energy-efficient home design evolving in your municipality 
over the next decade?

4. What ideas do you have that the Catalogue could consider to further support your goals toward 
climate resilience?

5. Do you have any other feedback or advice?



Contact info:

Daniel Rubinstein, Advisor, Housing Policy 
and Programs

drubinst@cmhc-schl.gc.ca

Vanessa Sun, Specialist, Municipal 

Relations

vsun@cmhc-schl.gc.ca

General Catalogue inquiries

catalogue@cmhc-schl.gc.ca 

mailto:drubinst@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:drubinst@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:drubinst@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:vsun@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:vsun@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:vsun@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:catalogue@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:catalogue@cmhc-schl.gc.ca
mailto:catalogue@cmhc-schl.gc.ca


Implementing the Housing 

Design Catalogue

A Small-Town Capacity Building & Climate Strategy

Town of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia

Martin Beck, LPP, MCIP | February 2026



Yarmouth

-

Nova Scotia

• Historic coastal community (est. 1760s)

• Regional service centre for Southwest Nova 

Scotia

• Population <7,000 (town); ~60,000 regional 

catchment

• Aging housing stock & infrastructure

• Housing Accelerator Fund community



HAF 

Commitments 

Gentle density zoning reform

• Greater flexibility in use & form

Faster approvals of residential projects

• Expanded Site Plan Approval 
(SPA) pathway

• Reduced reliance on 
Development Agreements

Grant & surplus lands programs



Zoning & Process 
Reforms Were Necessary 

- But Not Sufficient

Many projects still stall

• Limited vision & inspiration

• Submission quality inconsistent

• Incomplete structural & energy 
details

• Limited access to architects & 
drafting services

• Code & energy compliance often 
secondary

“Just tell me how thick you want me to 
build it (the wall) and I’ll build it.”





Housing Design 
Catalogue: 

A Capacity Multiplier

Supports smaller builders with 
limited design capacity

Professionally prepared baseline 
drawings

• Code-compliant starting point

• Energy-conscious layouts

• Reduced soft costs & review 
friction



Why This Matters in 

Yarmouth

• Improves submission quality

• Normalizes better envelope 

standards

• Raises energy performance 

awareness

• Positions municipalities ahead of 

provincial Energy Tier 

progression



Our Successes  

24-unit Passive House-level MURB 

Former Town-owned land 

(predates HAF and HD Catalogue)

• 40kW solar PV installed day one

• Modular construction | Net-zero energy

• Zero on-site parking | On-site LID

Approval timeline: 12 months (then) 

3–4 weeks today under SPA



Local Implementation 
Model

Integrating the HDC into our Surplus 

Lands for Housing program

Using public land as a lever

• Encouraging higher 

performance outcomes

• Reducing land-cost barriers in 

exchange for design quality



Positioned for 

Success

• The Housing Design Catalogue is 

now formally supported in 

Yarmouth

• It is early to measure results but 

the alignment with our local 

constraints and needs is strong



THANK YOU

Martin Beck, LPP, MCIP

Town of Yarmouth

martin.beck@townofyarmouth.ca  

www.townofyarmouth.ca 

mailto:martin.beck@townofyarmouth.ca
http://www.townofyarmouth.ca/
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